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Water-Wise Plants for the Southwest is a must have resource for any Southwest gardener facing

water-shortages. It is filled with expert advice from proven low-water gardeners, and includes

everything from using tried and true low water use plants in the landscape, efficient watering and

cultivation tips from planting to maturity, to new water-wise cultivars and species. The book features

inspirational photos of low-water residential landscapes and more than 100 plant recommendations

with helpful icons for ease of use. Also included is an extensive reference guide with listings of

botanical and water conservation demonstration gardens, educational opportunities, irrigation

suppliers, technical support, websites, and professional organizations. This book is one you would

recommend to any gardener facing limited water resources.
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This is an excellent book for those of us who live in "transitional" zones for planting in the

Southwest. The editor, Diane Maranhao, has done a tremendous job in setting straight such

important issues as soil types and planting the right plants for the right places (i.e. soil types,

temperatures, sun/shade). I highly recommend this book for anyone in the Southwest or arid

climates.

This is a nice little book, but too general for Arizona planting. There is good information about HOW



to plant, but a very limited selection of actual plants illustrated. I was spoiled by the free material

from the classes provided by the city governments here. I figured the book would expand on the

classes I took, and it doesn't. If you can't take a water management class, this is a nice book if

you're on a limited budget. I would spend more for something larger, and more specific if possible, if

I were you.

I moved to AZ from another part of the country and found the vegetation here confusing. This book

has helped me tremendously in picking out appropriate plants for my garden. The book does not

cover all desert plants/trees but ones that are deemed "water wise". I found it helpful that the

authors also cited plants that would compliment the one that was being discussed. This is very

useful when planting or planning your own garden. I was able to group things according to their

recommendations. I continue to use this book on a yearly basis to review water and various

information to keep my plants growing and healthy throughout the summers and the winters in AZ.
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